THE PROBLEMS OF POWER
"Although your rise to power has brought you
many advantages, it must have cost you a good
deal as well. It must have cost you the pleasure
of living in a familiar home, the power to walk
whithersoever you please in the evening after an
exciting day, the perpetual stimulus of opposition,
the enthralling freedom of being unfair on
occasion. At the same time it must have entailed
upon you the duties of a representative position,
and the difficulties that attach to a man who can
never escape the public gaze. I have been told
that soon after the March to Rome you penned
an effective phrase: 'One can move from a tent
into a palace if one is ready, in case of need, to
return to the tent," Still, it seems to me that
such a change of habit must be difficult for a man
of forty or thereabouts."
"The change was easier than you imagine,"
answered Mussolini. "I should have liked to go
on living in Milan; but Rome, a city to which
I had before paid only occasional visits, exerted
an emotional charm. This historical soil has a
magic of its own. The fact that I am at work in
Rome, that I live in Rome, has during the last
ten years given me food for much thought. When
I want privacy, I have the garden of the Villa
Torlonia, where I live; and the fact that I keep"
a fine horse there is the chief boon which the rise
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